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Introduction:
The National Field Research Centre for Environmental Conservation (NFRCEC) and the Earthwatch
Institute are running an ambitious programme operating at a national level within the Sultanate of
Oman, encouraging and increasing environmental field research and education amongst Omani
citizens. This collaboration of NFRCEC and Earthwatch is leading four environmental field research
projects focussing on critically threatened species and habitats in different parts of the country, and
working directly with the Omani Ministry of Education, influencing environmental education at a
national level. This programme of work is funded by the Diwan of Royal Court for a six year period. In
the coming years this partnership will engage a growing variety of participants to contribute to field
research. This relatively new field of ‘citizen science’ has proved very successful in many countries
and we are hopeful this will be the case in Oman.

FIELD RESEARCH PROJECTS
Arabian leopard research project
The illusive Arabian Leopard (Panthera pardus nimr) is found in the Jebel Samhan Reserve and across
the Dhofar area of southern Oman, as well as elsewhere in the region. The project is conducting
extensive camera-trapping, genetics, and occupancy studies, which are contributing to understanding
the distribution and number of individuals in this population of these impressive carnivores. It is
planned that the three datasets, camera-trapping, genetic, and occupancy will be analysed together
to ensure the most informative results are produced. This project is in collaboration with the Office of
Conservation of the Environment and the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs. Socio-economic
and attitudinal surveys have been undertaken with local villagers, constituting the first work of this type
in the area, and the results of these will be essential for planning and management of the local
reserve. Preliminary results show that all the communities involved can be grouped into three broad
clusters according to their location and resource use. Field-based training teams have been run at the
project site for local rangers from the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs, allowing them to
gain greater knowledge about the leopard and its conservation.

Fig 2. Female Tahr with Kid Wadi Sareen (Steve Ross)

estimate tahr population size are also in development
and safe physical trapping of Arabian tahr has been
initiated in order to understand more about the
ecology and requirements of this species. The project
is contributing species data to the management and
monitoring systems for the reserve. At the Oman-wide
scale surveys of the tahr have been initiated to
understand the status and distribution of the species.
Altogether this will provide a much clearer picture of
the ecology and future conservation of this iconic and
threatened species. Educational materials have also
been commissioned, linking the science of this
important project to critical areas of the Omani
National Curriculum.
Future projects
Two further initiatives are in the scoping stage. It is
hoped that these will focus on important habitats in
Oman and also community resource use. We hope
that these will be developed with a number of
important Omani research, education and
conservation partners.

Arabian tahr research project
In Wadi Sareen Nature Reserve, researchers working with the Wadi Sareen Nature Reserve
management authority, the Diwan Office for Conservation of the Environment are developing an
Arabian tahr (Arabitragus jayakari) monitoring system using cameras and ranger patrols. Methods to
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BUILDING A CADRE OF DEVELOPMENT
SPECIALISTS AND EDUCATORS IN OMAN
The National Field Research Centre for Environmental
Conservation and Earthwatch are going to enhance
the National Curriculum on environmental topics with
the Ministry of Education, by providing relevant
research findings from the different projects. Also
preliminary activities have begun in engaging with
schools local to the research projects, such as
conducting teacher field experiences and developing
environmental teaching materials.
In the future there will be opportunities for academic
training and also capacity development for protected
area management practitioners, as well as expanding
the citizen science aspects of the research. We look
forward to updating the conservation community in the
region as these projects achieve further successes.
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