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larger physical size the population withstands 
predator pressure from foxes somewhat better than 
the smaller Somali tufted guineafowl. At AWWP the 
rolling and pleasant calls of the vulturine guineafowl 
is a common sound that can be heard throughout 
the night.

The vulturine guineafowl has a distinctive powerful 
bill, no casque, contrasting black and white neck 
hackles as well as a bright blue breast and under 
parts. They are long legged with an elongated 
pointed tail and their display behaviours emphasize 
this as the birds stretch to their full height and show 
their sides to each other both in mating and territorial 
displays.  The AWWP collection begins to display in 
March and pairs then start to separate from the non-
breeding groups. Established pairs become quite 
secretive and for a time it becomes rare to see the 
vulturine guineafowl during the day. At night the 
pairs can be seen roosting together, but later this is 
replaced by single birds while the females incubate 
their clutches. The first chicks appear with their 
parents at the end of May. As the young become 
older some pairs may come together and raise the 
chicks in small groups of 4 – 6 adults with anything 
between 5 and 16 chicks of approximately the same 
age between them. In the late summer the birds that 
failed to breed will form groups of up to 15 birds. 
These will later be joined by the adults and their 
young as the latter begin to attain adult plumage. 
These wintering groups will typically contain around 
70 birds and will then occupy different areas of the 
gardens.  

Guineafowl are an interesting and attractive addition 
to zoo exhibits, and can coexist with species such as 
antelopes in mixed exhibits without causing any 
problems. However, there is still much that is 
unknown about helmeted guineafowl biology in the 
wild, in particular their social behaviour and 
development of the different geographical races.
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Guineafowl have been domesticated and kept by humans for many centuries and are valued for their 
eggs and meat. They have also been used to warn owners about intruders using their alarm calls and 
also may serve as rodent repellents. Guineafowl may play an important role in controlling ticks (del 
Hoyo 1997) and although they have long been considered to be crop pests, this role has recently been 
reviewed based on examinations of stomach contents which show large numbers of insect pests 
(Raethel 1988). Guineafowl are still common in most localities; however, the Moroccan form (Numida 
meleagris sabyi) is disappearing in the wild (del Hoyo 1997, Hastings Belshaw 1985). 

The call of the guineafowl is a characteristic sound of the African Savannah and serves as communication 
for these social birds that do not have fixed territories (Raethel 1988). In the breeding season a male 
will defend a fixed area around his incubating female or young. In the summer guineafowl are gregarious 
and will congregate in large flocks with new pair bonds forming each year. (Raethel 1988). 

There are many geographical variations of wild helmeted guineafowl, in total more than 30 races have 
been described, currently 9 races are generally recognized (del Hoyo 1997). It is interesting to note 
that populations of helmeted guineafowl in Yemen and South Western Saudi Arabia, likely to have 
originated from introduced African guineafowl are consistently and distinctly different in appearance 
than any of the African forms (Paul Vercammen pers. Communication). The Somali race of the 
helmeted guineafowl (Numida meleagris somaliensis) also called Somali tufted guineafowl, is rather 
a distinct form, possessing a thick tuft of pale yellow waxy bristles over the cere (Fig. 1) a feature it 
shares with the Sudan race (N. m. meleagris) Other thick black bristles cover the nostrils and also 
form lavish eyelashes that most likely function as dust catchers. The Somali tufted guineafowl is 
considerably smaller than the familiar domestic guineafowl and the characteristic horn or casque is 
much shorter being almost flat. Only the tip of the long thin gape wattles are pink with the males 
having longer gape wattles than females; there is marginal difference in the casque between males 
and females. The calls are very similar to that of other helmeted guineafowl although somewhat lower 
in pitch and volume. Weights of adult Somali tufted guineafowl at Al Wabra have been recorded at 
970 – 1085 g for females and 1210 – 1335 g for males. An incubation time of 23 – 24 days is 
normal for guineafowl. Chicks can fly rudimentarily within a few days of hatching and will follow their 
parents into the trees at night. In Somali tufted guineafowl, adult plumage has developed by 4 months 
although some streaks of brown remain, particularly on the head. It may take a year for the casque 
and gape wattles to fully develop.  The Al Wabra Wildlife Preservation in Qatar has been maintaining 
Somali tufted guineafowl since 1999. 

While keeping and breeding Somali tufted guineafowl has not been entirely straight forward in the hot 
dry climate of Qatar, they are a hardy species and best results have been achieved when the birds 
have had access to grass areas or have been free roaming. In unsuitable enclosures clutches have 
been reduced to single eggs. 

The wild Somali tufted guineafowl at AWWP have remained wild and nervous even after several years 
in captivity. Some birds are maintained in breeding aviaries of 70 m2 with one male for two females. 
While wild guineafowl are normally monogamous, the establishment of these “trios” is often an 
advantage in captivity as both females are normally laying fertile eggs and the male dividing his 
attention in a smaller aviary is not a major problem and may even counter aggressive interactions. 
However, the greatest breeding success was achieved in free-ranging birds under semi-controlled 
conditions. The birds would be released to grassland areas with scattered palm trees and thick 
bushes in spring and soon after would produce the first clutches of eggs. Supplementary feeding 
would be done within their breeding aviary which would be frequented almost daily. Due to high 
predator pressure, especially from desert foxes, parent rearing of chicks was not successful so eggs 
were pulled for artificial incubation and hand reared without major difficulties. More recently the 
Somali tufted guineafowl were housed in a large 2000m2 free-flight aviary with thick ground vegetation 
in the hope that they will rear their own young.  

The AWWP also maintains a large population of vulturine guineafowl (Acryllium vulturinum). The 
population roams freely within a 2.5 km2 fenced area and is semi feral only occasionally being offered 
supplementary food. The population is estimated at 75 birds currently and due to their considerably 
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 ¬fCG  Éªc  .¬ªëdh  ¬°†«Ñd  á«dÉY  áfÉµªH  ≈¶ëj  ƒgh  ,¿hôb  I qóY  òæe  ¬H  Gƒ¶ØàMGh  (»°ûÑëdG  êÉLódG)  ô pZô p̈ dG  ¢SÉædG  øq`LO

 Ö©∏j .¢VQGƒ≤∏d OQÉ£c É°†jCG Ωóîà°ùj Éªc ,á©ØJôªdG ¬MÉ«°U äÉNô°U π°†ØH ø«∏Ø£àªdG OƒLƒH ¬HÉë°UCG QGòfEÉd É°†jCG Ωóîà°ùj

 Gòg ¿CG ÉdEG ,π«°UÉëªdG AGòjEÉH ±ôY ¬fCG ºZQh ,(del Hoyo 1997) ¢VGô≤dG/IOGôo`≤dG äGô°ûëH  º qµëàdG »a GQhO É°†jCG ô pZô p̈ dG

 Raethel)  ájô°ûëdG  äÉaBÉdG  øe  OóY  OƒLh  ¬Jó©e  äÉjƒàëªd  ¢Uƒëa  äô¡XCG  ¿CG  ó©H  ÉãjóM  á©LGôª∏d  ¢V qô©J  ób  …CGôdG

 ádÉëdG  »a  »Øàîj  (Numida meleagris sabyi)  »Hô¨ªdG  ¬∏µ°ûH  ¬fCG  ÉdEG  ,äÉÄ«ÑdG  º¶©e  »a  ô pZô p̈ dG  óLGƒàj  ..(1988
.  (del Hoyo 1997, Hastings Belshaw 1985)áqjôÑdG

 ≥WÉæe É¡d  ¢ù«d  »àdG  á«YÉªàLÉdG  Qƒ«£dG  √òg ø«H ∫É°üJÉ∏d  Ωóîà°ùjh  á«≤jôaCÉdG  ÉfÉØ°ù∏d  õ«ªe äƒ°U ƒg ô pZô p̈ dG  ìÉ«°U ¿EG

 ´õæJ ,∞«°üdG »a .√QÉ¨°U hCG áæ°VÉëdG √ÉãfCG ∫ƒM áàHÉK á≤£æe øY ôcòdG ™aGój êhGõàdG º°Sƒe »ah .(Raethel 1988) IOóëe

 Raethel)  ΩÉY πc »a IójóL êhGõJ äÉWÉÑJQG πµ°ûàJh Iô«Ñc äÉYƒªée »a ™ªéàJh á«YÉªàLÉdG á°ùfGDƒª∏d ≈dEG Qƒ«£dG √òg

.(1988

  É q«dÉM É¡æe 9 õ««ªJ øµªH ,ÉbôY 30 øe ôãcCG ¿BÉdG ≈àM É¡æe ∞°Uh óbh .…ôÑdG P sƒî oªdG ô pZô p̈ ∏d IójóY á«aGô¨L äÉYƒæJ ∑Éæg

 íLôj »àdGh ,ájOƒ©°ùdG ÜôZ ÜƒæLh øª«dG »a P sƒî oªdG ô pZô p̈ dG OGóYCG ¿CG ßë∏f ¿CG ΩÉªàgÉ∏d ô«ãªdG øe .(del Hoyo 1997)
 Paul Vercammen) á«≤jôaCÉdG ∫Éµ°TCÉdG øe …CG øY õ«ªe πµ°ûH áØ∏àîe QGôªà°SÉHh »g ,»≤jôaCG ô pZô pZ øe QóëæJ ób É¡fCG

 (Numida meleagris somaliensis)  P qƒîªdG  ô pZô p̈ dG  øe  »dÉeƒ°üdG  ¥ô©dG  QÉÑàYG  øµªj   .(pers. Communication
 ô«≤dG  ¥ƒa  áàgÉH  ôØ°UCG  ¿ƒ∏H  q»©ª°T  ô©°T  øe  áæ«îK  á∏°üN  ∂∏àªjh  ,Gõ«ªe  É∏µ°T  ,IôÑæ≤dG  hP  ô pZô p̈ dG  É°†jCG  ≈ qª°ùj  …òdGh

 É°TƒeQ πµ°ûJh ôîæªdG iôNCG äGô©°T »£¨Jh (N. m. meleagris) »fGOƒ°ùdG ¥ô©dG ™e ¬«a ∑ôà°ûj íª∏e ƒgh  (1 πµ°ûdG)

 ¿CG Éªc OÉà©ªdG ¢ùfCÉà°ùªdG ô pZô p̈ dG øY Gô«ãc P qƒîªdG »dÉeƒ°üdG ô pZô p̈ dG ô¨°üj .áHôJCÉ∏d á©fÉªc É¡àØ«Xh ¿ƒµJ ¿CG Ö∏¨j IôaGh

 ôÑcCG óFGhR QƒcòdG πªëj Éªc …OQh ¿ƒd ¬d á«ªë∏dG IóFGõdG áëàa ±ôW §≤a .Éëq`£°ùe ¿ƒµj OÉµjh ô«ãµH ô°übCG õ«ªªdG ¿ô≤dG

 Égô«Z øY Qó°üj …òdG ∑Gòd πKÉªe ƒ¡a ìÉ«°üdG É qeCG .çÉfEÉdGh QƒcòdG ø«H ¿hô≤dG »a á«°ûeÉg ¥hôa ∑Éægh ;çÉfEÉdG øe ÉªéM

 1085 ≈dEG 875 øe IôHƒdG »a á∏é°ùªdG P qƒîªdG »dÉeƒ°üdG ô pZô p̈ dG ¿GRhCG â¨∏H .ÉYÉØJQGh áª¨f ¢†ØNCG ¬fCG ÉdEG äGPqƒîªdG øe

 ô«£J ¿CG ñGôaCÉdG ™«£à°ùJ .Éeƒj 24 ≈dEG 23 øe »©«Ñ£dG áfÉ°†ëdG âbh ≠∏Ñj .Qƒcò∏d ºL 1335 ≈dEG 1210 øeh ,çÉfEÉ∏d ºL

 Q qƒ£àj ,á∏°üîdG äGP á«dÉeƒ°üdG  Qƒ«£dG  »a .É∏«d  QÉé°TCÉdG  »a É¡jódGƒH  ≥ë∏Jh ¢ù≤ØdG  øe ΩÉqjCG  á©°†H ∫É∏N »FGóàHG  πµ°ûH

 áëàah ¿ô≤dG ÉeCG .¢SCGôdG á≤£æe »a á°UÉN »æÑdG ¢ûjôdG øe äÉë°ùe OƒLh ™e ô¡°TCG  4 áHGôb ó©H Æƒ∏ÑdG πµ°T ≈dEG  ¢ûjôdG

 »dÉeƒ°üdG »°ûÑëdG êÉLódG ≈∏Y áqjôÑdG IÉ«ë∏d IôHƒdG áq«ªëe äƒàMG .πeÉµdG Qƒ£à∏d áæ°ùdG áHGôb êÉàëJ ó≤a á«ªë∏dG óFGhõdG

 .1999 ΩÉY òæe á∏°üîdG hP

 ∫ÉªàMÉdG …ƒb ´ƒf ¬fG ÉdEG ,±ÉédG QÉëdG ô£b ¢ù≤W »a πeÉµdÉH ÉjOÉY GôeCG √QÉãcEGh »dÉeƒ°üdG êÉLódÉH ájÉæ©dG øµj ºd GPEGh

 ôFÉ¶ëdG  »a  .∫GƒéàdG  ájôM  ¬d  âcôJ  hCG  á«Ñ°û©dG  ≥WÉæªdG  ≈dEG  ∫ƒ°UƒdG  ¬d  í«JCG  ÉeóæY  èFÉàædG  π°†aCG  ≈∏Y  ∫ƒ°üëdG  ºJh

.IOôØæe äÉ°†«H ≈dEG ¢†«ÑdG ™°Vh ¢übÉæJ áÑ°SÉæªdG ô«Z áé«°ùªdG

 Qƒ«£dG ¢†©ÑH ß pØqàMG .ô°SCÉdG øe äGƒæ°S IóY AÉ°†b ó©H ≈àM Éq«Ñ°üYh ÉëeÉL IôHƒdG á«ªëe »a …ôÑdG »dÉeƒ°üdG ô pZô p̈ dG πX

 »a Iõ«e "äÉ«KÉ∏ãdG" √ò¡d ¿CG qÉdEG êhGõàdG …OÉMCG ô«£dG Gòg ¿CG ºZQh .ø««ãfCGh GôcP º°†J 2Ω 70 áMÉ°ùªH ôKÉµJ ôFÉ¶M »a

 ôFÉ¶ëdG »a Iô«Ñc á∏µ°ûe πãªj Éd ,¬eÉªàgG ôcòdG º q°ù≤j Éªæ«H Ö q°üîªdG ¢†«ÑdG ™°VƒH IOÉY ø««ãfCÉdG Ωƒ≤J å«M ,ô°SCÉdG ™°Vh

 IôëdG Qƒ«£dG ádÉM »a ¿Éc ÉMÉéf QÉãcEÉdG  äÉdÉM ôãcCG  ¿CG  ÉdEG  .»fGhó©dG ∑ƒ∏°ù∏d IOÉ°†e äÉ∏YÉØJ ¬d ¿ƒµJ ób πH Iô«¨°üdG

 äGô«é°Th π«îædG QÉé°TCG ¢†©H É¡«a ôKÉæàJ á«Ñ°ûY ≥WÉæe »a ™«HôdG »a Qƒ«£dG ≥∏£J ø«M .Ióq«≤e ¬Ñ°T ±hôX »a ∫GƒéàdG

 ¬Ñ°T  πµ°ûH  ÉgQhõJ »àdG  ôKÉµàdG  ôFÉ¶M πNGO »a á«∏«ªµàdG  ájò¨àdG  Ω qó≤J  .¢†«ÑdG  äÉYƒªée ≈dhCG  èàæJ  Ée ¿ÉYô°ùa áØ«ãc

 Gòdh ,ñGôaCÉ∏d øjódGƒdG á«HôJ íéæJ ºd ,ájhGôë°üdG ÖdÉ©ãdG á°UÉNh ,á°SôàØªdG äÉfGƒ«ëdG É¡∏ãªj »àdG •ƒ¨°†∏d Gô¶f .»eƒj

 á∏°üîdG hP »dÉeƒ°üdG ô pZô p̈ dG ™°Vh GôNDƒe ºJ óbh .ôcòJ πcÉ°ûe ¿hO Éjhój É¡à«HôJh á«YÉæ°üdG áfÉ°†ë∏d ¢†«ÑdG Öë°S ºàj

.É¡°ùØæH ÉgQÉ¨°U á«HôàH Ωƒ≤J ¿CG πeCG ≈∏Y äÉÑædG øe á«°VQCGh 2Ω 2000 áMÉ°ùªH ôëdG ¿Gô«£dÉH íª°ùJ ¢UÉØbCG »a

 á≤£æe πNGO ôM πµ°ûH Qƒ«£dG ∫ƒéàJ .(Acryllium vulturinum) …ô°ùædG ô pZô p̈ dG øe Gô«Ñc GOóY É°†jCG IôHƒdG á«ªëe º°†J

 75 `H Qƒ«£dG OGó©J Qó≤j .á∏«∏b ¿É«MCG »a ÉdEG á«∏«ªµàdG ájò¨àdG É¡d Ω qó≤J Édh ájôH ¬Ñ°T ájò¨J ¢û«©Jh 2ºc 2,5 É¡àMÉ°ùe áéq«°ùe

 á«ªëe »a .á∏°üîdG hP »dÉeƒ°üdG ô pZô p̈ dG ™e áfQÉ≤e ÖdÉ©ãdG øe •ƒ¨°†∏d á°VôY πbCG É¡fEÉa »Ñ°ùædG É¡eÉéMCG ôÑc ÖÑ°ùHh

.π«∏dG ∫GƒW GOÉà©e ÉJƒ°U áØ«£∏dG áLQóàªdG …ô°ùædG ô pZô p̈ dG äGAGóf ôÑà©J IôHƒdG

 ,IPƒîdG  OƒLh  ΩóYh  ,…ƒ≤dG  QÉ≤æªdÉH  …ô°ùædG  ô pZô p̈ dG  õ«ªàj

 ¿ƒd  ábQõH  ∂dòch  ,áÑbôdG  ¢ûjQ  »a  Oƒ°SCÉdGh  ¢†«HCÉdG  qOÉ°†Jh

 πjƒW πjP É¡dh ¿É≤«°ùdG á∏jƒW »gh .§HEÉdG âëJ á≤£æeh Qó°üdG

 OóªàJ å«M É¡JÉ°VGô©à°SG äÉaô°üJ »a AÉ∏éH ∂dP ô¡¶jh ÖHóe

 óæY  ¢†©ÑdG  É¡°†©Ñd  É¡ÑfGƒL  ô¡¶Jh  É¡dƒW  ≈°übCÉd  Qƒ«£dG

 áYƒªée  CGóÑJ  .≥WÉæª∏d  É¡cÉ∏àeG  äÉ°VGô©à°SG  »ah  êhGõàdG

 êGhRCÉdG CGóÑJh QGPBG-¢SQÉe ô¡°T »a É¡JÉ°VGô©à°SG IôHƒdG á«ªëe

 êGhRCÉdG  íÑ°üJ  .IôKÉµàªdG  ô«Z  äÉYƒªéªdG  øY  ∫É°üØfÉdG  »a

 AÉæKCG  É¡JógÉ°ûe  ,âbƒdG  ¢†©Ñd  ,Qóæjh  ,áj qô°S  ôãcCG  IOóëªdG

 øµdh ,Éjƒ°S áªKÉL êGhRCÉdG IógÉ°ûe øµª«a ,π«∏dG »a ÉeCG .QÉ¡ædG

 ºNôH  çÉfEÉdG  ΩÉ«b  AÉæKCG  IOôØæe  Qƒ«W  ≈dEG  É≤MÉd  ∫óÑàj  ∂dP

 ô¡°T  ájÉ¡f  »a  É¡jódGh  ™e  ñGôaCÉdG  ≈dhCG  ô¡¶J  .á næ°† nëdG
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 øe 6-4 øe Iô«¨°U äÉYƒªée »a QÉ¨°üdG  ≈qHôJh  iôNCG  êGhRCG

 ,∞«°üdG ájÉ¡f »a .QÉªYCÉdG áHQÉ≤àe ÉNôa 16-5 É¡©eh ø«¨dÉÑdG

 ≈dEG π°üJ äÉYƒªée π«µ°ûàH ÜÉéfEÉdG »a â∏°ûa »àdG Qƒ«£dG Ωƒ≤J

 CGóÑJ  ø«M  ºgQÉ¨°Uh  ø«¨dÉÑdÉH  É≤MÉd  ∂∏àd  º°†æJh  ,Gô«W  15

 »a  ájƒà°ûdG  äÉYƒªéªdG  √òg  º°†J  .¢ûjôdG  øjƒµàH  QÉ¨°üdG

.≥FGóëdG øe áØ∏àîe ≥WÉæe πàëJh Gô«W 70 ∫ qó©ªdG

 ,¿Gƒ«ëdG ≥FGóM äÉ°Vhô©ªd áHGòLh áª¡e áaÉ°VEG ô pZô p̈ dG ôÑà©j

 …CG ¿hO ácôà°ûe äÉ°Vhô©e »a AÉÑ¶dÉc ´GƒfCG ™e ¢ûjÉ©àdG É¡æµªjh

 É«Lƒdƒ«H  øY  ¬aô©f  Éd  Éªe  ô«ãµdG  ∑Éæg  ∫GR  Ée  ,øµd  .πcÉ°ûe
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