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Introduction
The hand rearing of exotic felids should be avoided if at all possible. Even the most dedicated 
caregiver cannot replace the nurturing abilities of the mother while milk replacer or formula can never 
replicate the nutritional composition of the mother’s milk. In addition, a naturally reared cub is 
behaviourally better adjusted as an adult. Despite these facts there are some instances where hand 
rearing an exotic felid may be unavoidable.  In the first of two articles the author will give readers an 
overview of what basic equipment and management protocols are required for hand-rearing exotic 
felids.

A•• Equipment
Containers for measuring, mixing and storing the prepared formula should be set aside and only be 
used for the purpose of hand rearing. 

Feeding bottles
We have successfully used the “Catac major feeder” with the “ST3 teat” (Catac Ltd, UK. 
www.catac.co.uk) for Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) and Arabian leopards (Panthera pardus nimr). The 
Catac bottle is banana shaped, made of reinforced glass and available in two sizes; standard feeder 
(30ml) and major feeder (60ml). Three teat sizes (ST1, ST2, ST3) are available; the smallest being 
most suitable for smaller felids. Once the ST3 teat becomes too small a plastic baby bottle with a teat 
that fits comfortably into its mouth, usually a preemie teat (a latex nipple for premature children) is 
used.  Small plastic bottles with teats are also available from PetAg Ltd, USA (www.petag.com). 
Always have a spare bottle to hand in case one gets broken.

Weighing Scale
An accurate scale is essential for hand rearing. Steady weight gain is an indicator of health and the 
amount fed is usually based on a percentage of the cubs’ body weight. An electronic kitchen scale 
with a weighing bowl is used for young cubs while a hanging spring scale with fabric bag should be 
used for older, more active   neonates. The neonate should be weighed at the same time daily, after 
it has been stimulated to urinate and defecate but before it is fed.

Housing
Neonatal felids have a poor ability to thermo regulate and require an ambient temperature of 30°C to 
32°C in the first week of life, gradually dropping to 24°C thereafter. A commercial incubator built for 
human or animal use is recommended. Alternatively a wooden box 1.5 m2 with 50cm high sides with 
a heating blanket occupying half the floor area could be used. The heating blanket should be set at 
the lowest setting and be covered by at least 2 layers of bedding. A bowl of water, out of the neonates 
reach, should be placed in the room to create a humid environment. The size of the housing will have 
to be adapted to keep pace with the neonate’s degree of mobility.

Bedding
Use fleece tops or towelling. Bedding can be rolled into a “sausage”, and bent into a C-shape to 
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imitate the shape of the mother. The neonate can be placed within the C or draped over the 
“sausage”, making it feel more secure.  Do not use fake furs as fibres are often ingested resulting in 
vomiting or constipation. Soiled blankets/towels should be replaced immediately. 

B•• Hygiene
The importance of correct handling and storage of ingredients and the sterilization of all equipment 
used cannot be over emphasised and will contribute to the overall health of the animal.Wash your 
hands with a disinfectant soap before handling the neonate and the feeding equipment  Sterilization 
of all equipment is very important. Commercial products containing Sodium Dichloroisocyanurate for 
the sterilization of baby bottles are recommended (“Steri tabs” or “Milton “) These fluids should be 
prepared according to the manufacturers instructions. 

• Prepare formula and clean bottles in a clean hygienic environment.
• Equipment should be washed in warm soapy water after every use. 
• Use a bottlebrush to clean the inside of the feeding bottles. 
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áeó≤e

 äGQó≤dG  ∫GóÑà°SG  ø«ªà¡ªdG  º¶©e  ™«£à°ùj  É∏a.  ¿ÉµeÉdGQób  á∏«NódG  ájôÑdG  §£≤∏d   ájô£ØdG  ô«Z  á«HôàdG  øY  ´ÉæàeÉdG  Öéj

 ≈H qôªdG §≤dG ∑ƒ∏°S ¿ƒµj, ∂dP ≈dEG áaÉ°VEG. äGQó≤dG ∂∏J ¬cÉ∏àeG Ωó©d ∂dPh Ö«côàdG hCG πjóÑdG ΩCÉdG Ö«∏M »a IôaƒàªdG á«FGò¨dG

 ô«Z π«NódG §≤d  ájô£ØdG  á«HôàdG É¡«a ¿ƒµJ ÉªHQ äÉdÉëdG ¢†©H óLƒj ≥FÉ≤ëdG √òg øe ºZôdÉHh. ø«¨dÉÑdG ∑ƒ∏°ùd É¡HÉ°ûe É«©«ÑW

 ô«Z á«HôàdG πLCG øe á«°SÉ°SCÉdG IQGOEÉdG Ö«dÉ°SCGh äGó©ªdG øY á∏eÉ°T Iô¶f ø«à«dhCÉdG ø«àdÉ≤ªdG »a AGô≤∏d ÖJÉµdG Ωó≤«°S . áæµªe

.á∏«NódG ájôÑdG §£≤∏d ájô£ØdG

äGó©ªdG •• CG

 ô«Z  á«HôàdG  ±ó¡d  Ωóîà°ùJh  Ió©Ñe  Iô°†ëªdG  áÑ«côà∏d  øjõîàdGh  êõªdGh  ¢SÉ«≤dG  πLCG  øe  á∏ª©à°ùªdG  á«YhCÉdG  ¿ƒµJ  ¿CG  Öéj

.§≤a ájô£ØdG

ájò¨àdG äÉLÉLR

 ≈ª q°ùªdG ó¡Ø∏d (Catac-Ltd, UK.www.catac.co.uk) ST3 áª∏ëHCatac á«°ù«FôdG áYÉ°VôdG ìÉéæH Éæeóîà°SG ó≤d

 iƒ≤e êÉLR øe áYƒæ°üe …Rƒe πµ°ûH Catac  áLÉLR ¿ƒµJh (∞«dCG  §bôe ôªf) á«Hô©dG QƒªædGh (Acinonyx jubatus)
 ,ST3  ,ST2  ,ST1  ΩÉéMCG  áKÉ∏K  áª∏ë∏dh  .(πe60)á«°ù«FôdG  áYÉ°VôdGh  (πe30)  á«°SÉ«≤dG  áYÉ°VôdG  ,ø«ªéëH  Iôaƒàeh

 πØ£dG áLÉLR áª∏ëc GóL Iô«¨°U  ST3 áª∏ëdG ¿ƒµJ ÉeóæY.Iô«¨°üdG ájôÑdG §£≤∏d ôãcCG áªFÉ∏e ô¨°UCÉdG áª∏ëdG ¿CG í°VGƒdGh

 (IOÉdƒdG »ãjóëd á«æÑ∏dG áª∏ëdG) êóîdG áª∏M ádÉëdG √òg »a IOÉY Ωóîà°ùJ, íjôe πµ°ûH πØ£dG ºa ∫ƒNO ºFÉ∏J  »¡a á«µ«à°SÉ∏ÑdG

 »a á«WÉ«àMG äÉLÉLR ∂∏ªj ƒ¡a PetAg Ltd,USA  www.petag.comøe Iô«¨°U º∏ëH á«µ«à°SÉ∏ÑdG äÉLÉLõdG ôaƒàJh

. ÉgGóMEG äô°ùc ∫ÉM

¿Rƒ∏d ¿Gõ«e

 Ióªà©e ájò¨àdG á«ªc ¿ƒµJh áë°üdG ≈∏Y ô°TDƒe Ö°ùàµªdG ¿RƒdGh ,ájô£ØdG ô«Z á«HôàdG »a »°SÉ°SCG ô°üæY ƒg ≥«bódG ¿Gõ«ªdG ¿EG

 »ãjóM ) ™°VôdG ∫ÉØWCÉ∏d ô©≤ªdG ¿RƒdG AÉYh ™e »à«ÑdG »fhôàµdÉdG ¿Gõ«ªdG Ωóîà°ùj .ó«dƒdG º°ùL ¿Rh øe ájƒÄªdG áÑ°ùædG ≈∏Y

 ìôW ó©H,â«bƒàdG  ¢ùØæH  É«eƒj  ™«°VôdG  ¿Gƒ«ëdG  ¿õf  ¿CG  Öéj.  ø«¨dÉÑdG  QÉÑµ∏d  »©«HôdG  ≥«∏©àdG  ¿Gõ«e Ωóîà°ùj  Éªæ«H  (  IOÉdƒdG

. ¬àjò¨J ºàJ ¿CG πÑb øµdh (§FÉ¨dGh ∫ƒÑdG) äÉ∏°†ØdG

(øµ°ùªdG) ihCÉªdG

 ∫hCÉdG ´ƒÑ°SCÉdG »a ájƒÄe áLQO 32-30 ø«H IQGôëdG áLQO ¿ƒµJ ¿G π°†Ø«a áØ«©°V ájQGôM §Ñ°V IQób ™«°VôdG §≤dG Oƒdƒe ∂∏àªj

 Ωóîà°ùjh . »fÉ°ùfÉdG hCG »fGƒ«ëdG ΩGóîà°SÉ∏d …QÉéàdG áfÉ°†ëdG RÉ¡éH í°üæjh.ájƒÄe áLQO 24 ≈dG ó©H Éª«a É«éjQóJ §Ñ¡J ºKh,

 ¢VQG áMÉ°ùe ∞°üf π¨°ûj ø«î°ùJ AÉ£Z ≈dEG áaÉ°VEÉdÉH á«dÉ©dG ÖfGƒédG ∫ƒW º°S50 ™e  1^5M2 á«dÉàdG ôjOÉ≤ªdÉH É«Ñ°ûN Ébhóæ°U

 øe ô©≤e AÉYh ™°Vƒjh .πbCÉdG ≈∏Y ¢SÉ°SCG »à≤ÑW á£°SGƒH ≈£¨jh ™°Vƒe ¢†ØNCG »a ø«î°ùàdG AÉ£Z ™°Vƒj å«ëH ¥hóæ°üdG Gòg

 π≤æàdG ájôM h ácôM ΩAÉ∏j ¿CG ihCÉªdG Gòg ºéM »a ≈YGôj h ,ihCÉªdG »a ÖWQ §«ëe ≥∏îd ∫ÉØWCÉdG ój ∫hÉæàe øY Gó«©H AÉªdG

. ™«°VôdG πØ£∏d

¢SÉ°SCÉdG á≤ÑW

 πØ£dG ™°Vƒj .ΩCÉdG πµ°T ó∏≤«d C ±ôM πµ°T »a iƒ∏jh Sausag"" πãe ¢SÉ°SCÉdG á≤ÑW ∞∏J .∞°TÉæe hCG á«aƒ°U á«£ZCG Ωóîà°SG

 ∞jõe AGôa ΩGóîà°SG øY ´ÉæàeÉdG Öéj .ôãcCG  ¿ÉeCÉH πØ£dG øjô©°ûe ,Sausag""¥ƒa ¢TÉª≤dÉH ≈£¨j hCG  É¡∏NGO »a ™«°VôdG

.ÉdÉM áî°SƒdG äÉ«fÉ£ÑdG hCG ∞°TÉæªdG ∫óÑJ ¿CG Öéj ∂dP çhóM ∫ÉM »a h .∑É°ùeEÉdG hCG AÉ«bÉdG äÉdÉM ¢†©H »a ÖÑ°ùàj …òdG

á«ë°üdG ájÉæ©dG •• Ü

. πµc ¿Gƒ«ëdG áë°U »a ºgÉ°ùà°S É¡fCÉd GóFGR Gó«cCÉJ äGó©ªdG ™«ªL º«≤©Jh OGƒªdG øjõîJh áë«ë°üdG áédÉ©ªdG á«ªgCG Ö∏£àJ

 í°üæj.GóL ΩÉg Å°T ƒg äGó©ªdG º«≤©J ¿EG .ájò¨àdG äGó©eh ™«°VôdG πØ£dG ™e πeÉ©àdG πÑb º«KGôé∏d ó«Ñe ¿ƒHÉ°üH ∂jój π°ùZG

 steri tabs" or":πØ£dG  áLÉLR  º«≤©àd  Sodium Dichloroisocyanurate  áæª°†àªdG  ájQÉéàdG  äÉéàæªdÉH

.ø«éàæªdG äÉª«∏©àd É©ÑJ πFGƒ°ùdG √òg ô q°†ëJ ¿CG Öéj ""Milton
 

 áØ«¶f á«ë°U áÄ«H »a äÉLÉLõdG ∞¶fh Ö«côàdG ô°†M •
.∫Éª©à°SG πc ó©H ÅaGO (»fƒHÉ°U) º≤©e AÉe »a äGó©ªdG π°ù¨J ¿CG Öéj •

.ájò¨àdG áLÉLR πNGO ∞«¶æàd áLÉLõdG IÉ°Tôa ΩGóîà°SG •

HAND-REARING OF EXOTIC FELID SPECIES: Part 1 • Ensure equipment is rinsed thoroughly under 
running water before placing in sterilization fluid. 
Wash your hands with disinfectant soap before 
removing the bottle and nipple from the sterilization 
fluid then rinse the bottle and nipple under running 
tap water to remove the sterilization fluid.

C•• Record keeping
A neonate data sheet is essential for daily recordings 
of all hand-rearing information. It allows you to keep 
track of any changes and is a useful reference for 
future hand-rearing experiences. Daily weight gain, 
intake at each feed, elimination (urine and faeces, 
colour and consistency), medication given and 
various stages of physical and behavioural develop-
ment are all valuable details to record.

Fig 1. Arabian leopard cub (Panthera pardus nimr) at 38 
days of age. (© Jackie Strike)

D•• Quarantine
Neonates should be housed in isolation from other 
animals to reduce the risk of infections. Access to 
the neonate should be limited to the caregiver and 
veterinary staff. Overalls and a pair of shoes should 
be set aside for the sole use of the caregiver and 
stored at the entrance to the enclosure. Depending 
on the species a balance has to be found between 
social stimulation and the isolation of quarantine. In 
general hygiene should be strict without compromis-
ing the opportunities for contact and play. 

E•• Routine
Routine is very important when hand-rearing. The 
neonate should be fed and weighed at the same 
time(s) each day. This makes the cub feel more 
secure. Keeping feeding frequency and amounts fed 
consistent reduces the chances of gastro intestinal 
upset.

•• Be prepared ••
A basic “hand rearing” set kept on hand should 
include teats/nipples of the correct size for large and 
small felid species, bottles onto which they fit and 
formula. A Formula to feed one neonate, of the largest 
species in the collection for a minimum of one week 
should be stored in the freezer (for up to six months) 
in a clearly labelled container, this should allow for 
enough time for more formula to be bought.
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á∏«NódG ájôÑdG §£≤dG ´GƒfCÉd ájô£ØdG ô«Z á«HôàdG »a É¡©°Vh πÑb …QÉédG AÉªdG âëJ ¿É≤JEÉH ádÉØµdG äGó©e ∞£°ûJ •
 ∂jôëJ  πÑb  º«KGôé∏d  ó«Ñe  ¿ƒHÉ°üH  ∂jój  π°ùZG.º«≤©àdG  πFÉ°S

 áLÉLõdG  π°ùZG  ∂dP  ó©H  º«≤©àdG  πFÉ°S  øe  áª∏ëdGh  áLÉLõdG

. º«≤©àdG πFÉ°S ádGREÉd …QÉédG AÉªdG QƒÑæ°U âëJ áª∏ëdGh

ßØëdG πé°S •• ä

 ™«°VôdG  πØ£dG  äÉfÉ«H  áëØ°U  »g  á«°ù«FôdG  áëØ°üdG  ¿ƒµJ

 å«M  .ájô£ØdG  ô«Z  á«HôàdG  äÉeƒ∏©e  ™«ªéd  á«eƒ«dG  äÉ∏«é°ùà∏d

 …CG ó°UôH ôªà°ùJ ¿CÉH áëØ°üdG »a áfhóªdG äÉfÉ«ÑdG ∂∏J ∂d íª°ùJ

 ¿EG .á«∏Ñ≤à°ùªdG á«dhCÉdG á«HôàdG ÜQÉéàd Gó«Øe É©Lôe ¿ƒµJh äGô««¨J

 äÉ∏°†ØdG êGôNEG h,´É°VQEG πc óæY PƒNCÉªdG Ö°ùàµªdG »eƒ«dG ¿RƒdG

 πMGôªdGh  ≈£©ªdG  êÉ∏©dG  h   (¥É°ùJÉdGh  ¿ƒ∏dG,§FÉ¨dGh  ∫ƒÑdG)

 áª«b π«°UÉØJ É¡©«ªL »g »FÉjõ«ØdGh »cƒ∏°ùdG Qƒ£àdG øe áYƒæàªdG

.πé°ùJ »c

»ë°üdG ôéëdG •• ç

 ∂dPh  iôNCÉdG  äÉfGƒ«ëdG  øY ∫õ©ªH  ™°VôdG  ∫ÉØWCÉdG  øµ°ùJ  ¿CG  Öéj

 ™«°VôdG πØ£dG ≈dEG ∫ƒNódG ¿PEG ¿ƒµj ¿CG Öéj .ihó©dG ô£N ¢UÉ≤fEÉd

.…ô£«ÑdG Ö«Ñ£dGh »HôªdG ,ø«ØXƒªdG áÄ«¡d áÑ°ùædÉH GOhóëe

 ΩGóîà°SÉ∏d  ÉÑfÉL  áYƒ°Vƒe  ájòMCÉdG  êhR  h  …QGó°üdG  ¿ƒµJ  ¿CG  Öéjh

 ´ƒædG ≈∏Y GOÉªàYG . êÉ«°ùdG πNóe óæY áXƒØëeh »HôªdG øe …OôØdG

 á«ë°üdG  IôéëdGh  »YÉªàLÉdG  •É°ûædG  ø«H  ¿RGƒàdG  óLƒj  ¿CG  Öéj,

 ¿hóH ≥«bOh πeÉc »ë°üdG ôéëdG ¿ƒµj ¿CG Öéj ΩÉY πµ°ûH. ádhõ©ªdG

.Ö©∏dGh ∑ÉµàMÉ∏d ¢Uôa áMÉJEG

ø«JhôdG ••  ê

 Öéj å«M .ájô£ØdG ô«Z á«HôàdG ádÉM »a GóL ΩÉg Å°T ƒg ø«JhôdG ¿EG

 ô©°ûj ó«dƒdG π©éj Ée Gògh.Ωƒj πc âbƒdG ¢ùØæH ¿Rƒjh OƒdƒªdG º©£j ¿CG

 ájò¨àdG  äÉ«ªch  IQôµàªdG  ájò¨àdG  ≈∏Y  á¶aÉëªdG  ¿EG.ôãcCG  ¿ÉeCÉH

.…ƒ©ªdGhG …ó©ªdG ∂Ñ∏àdG ¢Uôa øe π∏≤J á∏KÉªªdG

 ••  »dhCÉdGô«°†ëàdG •• 

  ájô£ØdG  ô«Z  á«Hôà∏d  á«°SÉ°SÉdG   äGó©ªdG  øª°†àJ  ¿CG  Öéj

 áaÉ°VEG ,Iô«ÑµdGh Iô«¨°üdG §£≤∏d Ö°SÉæe ºéëH áYÉ°VQ º∏M

 πØW  ájò¨àd  Ö«côàdG  ¿õîj  .Ö°SÉæe  Ö«côJh  äÉLÉLR  ≈dEG

 óMGh  ´ƒÑ°SCG  Ióªd  áYƒªéªdG  »a  ´ƒf  ôÑcCG  øe  ,óMGh  ™«°VQ

 AÉYh  »a  (≈°übG  óëc  ô¡°TCG  áà°S)  áLÉ∏ãdG  »a  πbCÉdG  ≈∏Y

.±Éc âbƒH ôãcCG áÑ«côJ õ«¡éàH ∂dP íª°ù«°Sh, í°VGh ∞«æ°üJ

.Éeƒj 38 √ôªY (∞«dCG §bôe ôªf) »HôY ôªæd ó«dh :1πµ°ûdG
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