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Book Review:  The Complete Fauna Of Iran
by Eskandar Firouz and published by IB Taurus & Co, London in 2005 (322 pages, price 90$US).

Dr Eskandar Firouz is a well-known and respected Iranian naturalist who founded Iran’s Game and 
Fish Department in 1957 and the Department of the Environment in 1971.  Dr Firouz has also played 
a leading role in establishing the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, better known 
as the Ramsar Convention.

The book is divided into the following sections:

Introductory Chapters
• Summary of zoological work in Iran
• Iran’s wildlife past and present
• Conservation and protection
• Iran’s present network of reserves
• The land
• Zoogeography

Chapters on the Fauna of Iran
• Mammals
• Birds
• Reptiles
• Amphibians
• Freshwater fish

I enjoyed reading this book, particularly the Introductory chapters that provide a fascinating historical 
and cultural background to the wildlife of Iran. However, it is not possible to read this book without 
feeling saddened by the descriptions of the massive population reductions and extinctions of so many 
Iranian species in recent years.

• The last Asian lion was seen in Iran in 1942.
• Three generations ago tigers ranged across Iran from Turkey to the Caucasus - the last Caspian 
tiger was shot in Iran in 1953.
• The cheetah is in danger of becoming extinct, although there is one reserve (Naibandan Wildlife 
Reserve) where an estimated 12-15 animals live.

Indeed Firouz’s descriptions of the changes to habitat quality and the range and numbers of species 
that have occurred in his lifetime make depressing reading.  He estimates that there has been an 
80-90% decline in the overall wildlife population in Iran over the last 27 years.

One criticism I have is that there are not enough images for this to be considered a comprehensive 
field guide.  Additionally, future editions would benefit from organising species accounts more 
thoroughly – many species are listed with little or no information – but perhaps these gaps represent 
challenges for future Iranian biologists to fill in?  While all threatened species are marked in 
accordance with the relevant IUCN status symbol, it would also have been useful to have included an 
indication of the Iranian status of every species.

I had not realised that Paradise is a word derived from the old Persian word “Pardis”.  To the ancient 
Persians this word signified a royal garden where “all good things the earth provides might be 
enjoyed”.  In the 1970’s the Iranian government had plans to develop an ambitious ecological theme 
park in Tehran called the “Pardisan” or Paradise Project.  It was to be a comprehensive centre for 
research in all environmental and scientific fields.  Plans were abandoned after the revolution, but 
now almost a generation on the project is being resurrected.  Interesting that in the UK we now have 
the ambitious and well-respected Eden project with similar goals.

This is a tremendous piece of work, providing a stimulating overview of the current status and conser-
vation of wildlife in Iran and with plenty of good quality images and illustrations.  The author has faced 
many problems, not least of them the political turbulence of the past 30 years.  As such I heartily 
recommend this book to anyone with an interest in the wildlife of the Middle East region.

WHAT’S NEW IN THE LITERATURE

Breeding Success for World’s Rarest Parrots

Al Wabra Wildlife Preservation (AWWP) in Qatar 
successfully hatched their first Lear’s macaw 
(Anodorhynchus leari) in 2006 from four pairs of 
birds on loan from the Brazilian Government. This 
species has proved challenging to breed in captivity 
and this is the worlds first recorded breeding 
success since 1984. AWWP’s Lear’s macaw 
breeding program is part of an international effort, in 
cooperation with the Brazilian Governments Natural 
Heritage Department (IBAMA), to establish a viable 
captive population as part of the conservation efforts 
to secure the long-term future of this critically 
endangered species. This successful breeding will 
provide other institutions involved in the breeding 
program with valuable data and hopefully encourage 
further captive breeding breakthroughs.

AWWP also successfully bred seven Spix’s macaw 
(Cyanopsitta spixii) chicks in 2006.  All chicks were 
hand reared with the hope that later clutches could 
be left with the parents.

For further in formation see 
www.alwabra.com/awwp

Fig 1. Lear’s Macaw chick at 34 days old. (©Catrin 
Hammer)
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 º°ùb  h  ¿GôjEG  áÑ©d  ¢ù°SCG  …òdG  h  Ωôàëe  h  Gó«L  ±hô©e  ¿GôjEG  »a  á©«Ñ£dG  »FÉ°üNCG  ƒg  Rhô«a  Qóæµ°SEG  QƒàcO

 »°VGQCÉdG ∫ƒM á«bÉØJÉdG ¢ù«°SCÉJ »a GóFGQ GQhO Rhô«a QƒàcódG Ö©d h, 1971 »a áÄ«ÑdG º°ùb h , 1957 »a ∑Éª°SCÉdG

.QÉ°ùeGQ á«bÉØJÉH π°†aCG πµ°ûH áahô©ªdG h á«dhódG á«ªgCÉdG äGP áÑWôdG

: á«dÉàdG AGõLCÉdG ≈dEG º°ù≤e ÜÉàµdG Gòg

 áeó≤ªdG ∫ƒ°üa 

 ¿GôjEG »a ¿Gƒ«ëdG á°SGQO πª©d ¢üî∏e •
  ¿GôjEG »a ájôÑdG IÉ«ëdG ô°VÉM h »°VÉe •

 ájÉªëdG h á¶aÉëªdG •
 ¿GôjEG »a á«dÉëdG äÉ«ªëªdG áµÑ°T •

 ¢VQCÉdG •
á«aGô¨édG á«fGƒ«ëdG á°SGQódG •

 

 ¿GôjEG äÉfGƒ«M øY ∫ƒ°üØdG

 äÉ«jóãdG •
 Qƒ«£dG •

 ∞MGhõdG •
 äÉ«FÉeôÑdG •

 áHò©dG √É«ªdG ∑Éª°SG •

 ájôÑdG IÉ«ë∏d á©FGQ á«aÉ≤K h á«îjQÉJ á«Ø∏N »£©J »àdG áeó≤ªdG ∫ƒ°üa ¢UÉN πµ°ûH ,ÜÉàµdG IAGô≤H â©àªà°SG ó≤d

 h äÉæFÉµdG OGóYCG »a ô«ÑµdG ¢VÉØîfÉdG ∞°UƒH ¿õëdÉH Qƒ©°ûdG ¿hóH ÜÉàµdG IAGôb Ö©°üdG øe øµd h ,¿GôjEG »a

 Iô«NCÉdG äGƒæ°ùdG »a á«fGôjEÉdG ´GƒfCÉdG øe ójó©∏d ¢VGô≤fÉdG

 1942 »a ¿GôjEG »a ógƒ°T …ƒ«°SBG ó°SCG ôNBG •
 »a ¿GôjEG »a ó«£°UG Caspian ôªf ôNBG h ,RÉbƒ≤dG ≈dEG É«côJ øe ¿GôjEG äôÑY QƒªædG ¿EÉa á«°VÉe ∫É«LCG áKÉ∏K òæe •

 1953

 å«M ( Nibandan »a ájôÑdG IÉ«ëdG  á«ªëe)  ¬d IóMGh á«ªëe ∑Éæg ¿CG øe ºZôdÉH ,¢VGô≤fÉdÉH Oó¡e ƒg ó¡ØdG •
 15-12 `H á«ëdG äÉfGƒ«ëdG OGóYCG Qó≤j

 »£©J ¬JÉ«M »a äóLh »àdG ´GƒfCÉdG OGóYCG h ∫ÉéªdG h ihCÉªdG á«Yƒf »a äGô«¨à∏d Rhô«a QƒàcO ∞°Uh ¿EÉa á≤«≤ëdG »a

 ∫É∏N ¿GôjEG  »a á«∏µdG  ájôÑdG  IÉ«ëdG  OGóYCG  »a ¢übÉæàdG  øe %90-80 ∑Éæg ¿CG  Qó≤j ƒgh ,ÉYÉÑ£fG  ∑ôàJ IAGôb

. á«°VÉªdG 27 `dG äGƒæ°ùdG

 äÉ©Ñ£dG ¿EG ∂dP ≈dEG áaÉ°VEG ,πeÉ°T »fGó«e π«dO ôÑà©J »c Gò¡d á«aÉc Qƒ°U ∑Éæg ¢ù«d ¬fCG »g ó≤ædG ¬LhCG ióMEG ¿EG

 hCG äÉeƒ∏©ªdG øe π«∏≤H IOQGƒdG ´GƒfCÉdG øe ójó©dG ¿CG å«M ôÑcCG πµ°ûH ´GƒfCÉdG OGóYCG º«¶æJ øe ó«Øà°S á«∏Ñ≤à°ùªdG

 GƒeOôj »c πÑ≤à°ùªdG »a ø««fGôjEÉdG AÉ«MCÉdG AÉª∏Y πLCG øe äÉjóëàdG πãªJ äGƒéØdG √òg  ÉªHQ øµd – äÉeƒ∏©e ¿hóH

 É°†jCG ¿ƒµ«°S ¬fEÉa IUCN `d ≥aGƒªdG ádÉëdG õeQ ≥ah ÉgójóëJ ºàj ¢VGô≤fÉdÉH IOó¡ªdG ´GƒfCÉdG Éªæ«H h ? äGƒéØdG √òg

. ´ƒf πµd á«fGôjEÉdG ádÉë∏d IQÉ°TEG ∫ÉNOEÉd ó«ØªdG øe

 √òg ¿EÉa AÉeó≤dG ¢SôØ∏d áÑ°ùædÉH h ¢ùjOQÉH ≈YóJ áªjób á«°SQÉa áª∏c øe  áJƒëæe áª∏c »g ¢ShOôØdG ¿CG âcQOCG ó≤d

 áeƒµëdG  ¿EÉa  1970s  »ah  É¡H  ´Éàªà°SÉ∏d  ≈£©J  ¢VQCÉ∏d  á∏«ªédG  AÉ«°TCÉdCG  πc  å«M  á«µ∏e  á≤jóM  ≈∏Y  ∫óJ  áª∏µdG

 Gõcôe ¿Éc ób h ,¢ShOôØdG ´hô°ûe hCG  ,¿É°ùjOQÉH ≈YóJ ¿Gô¡W »a á«Ä«H á≤jóM ôjƒ£àd É££N â©°Vh á«fGôjEÉdG

 ≈∏Y ≈°†e π«L òæe ÉÑjô≤J ¿BÉdG øµd ,IQƒãdG ó©H §£îdG âcôJ ób h ,á«ª∏©dG h á«Ä«ÑdG ∫ƒ≤ëdG πc »a åëÑ∏d É∏eÉ°T

 hP  Eden  ´hô°ûe  »a  Ωôàëe  h  ìƒªW  πµ°ûH  ºàj  ¿BÉdG  IóëàªdG  áµ∏ªªdG  »a  ΩÉªàgÉdG  h  √PÉ≤fEG  ºJ  ¬fEÉa  ´hô°ûªdG

.á¡HÉ°ûªdG ±GógCÉdG

 

 Qƒ°üdG øe ô«ãµdG ¬«a h ájôÑdG IÉ«ëdG ≈∏Y á¶aÉëª∏d á«dÉëdG ádÉë∏d ¬Ñæe ¢VôY »£©j ,ô«Ñc πªY ƒg πª©dG Gòg

 ,á«°VÉªdG ø«KÉ∏ãdG äGƒæ°ùdG »a »°SÉ«°ùdG ÜGô£°VÉdG É¡∏bCG ,πcÉ°ûªdG øe ójó©dG ¬LGh ∞dDƒªdG h ,Ωƒ°SôdG h Ió«édG

.ÜÉàµdG Gòg CGô≤j ¿CG §°ShCÉdG ¥ô°ûdG á≤£æe »a ájôÑdG IÉ«ëdÉH ºà¡e ¢üî°T …CG Ió°ûH »°UhCG »fEÉa Gòg ÖÑ°ùH h
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kÉ«ªdÉY QOÉf AÉ¨Ñ¨H ´ƒæd ôKÉµJ á«∏ªY ìÉéf

�

 ∫É∏N  ô£b  »a  ájôÑdG  IÉ«ëdG  ájÉªëd  áHQh  á°ù°SDƒe  âëéf

 AÉ¨Ñ¨ÑdG øe ´ƒæd OÉ∏«à°SG á«∏ªY ∫hCÉH ΩÉ«≤dG øe 2006 ΩÉ©dG

 ∫É∏N  øe  πjòdG  πjƒW  »µjôeG  AÉ¨Ñ¨H  ƒgh  "ƒ≤ªdG"  ≈ª°ùj

 √òg  ¿CG  ø«ÑJh  .πjRGôÑdG  øe  AÉ¨Ñ¨ÑdG  øe  ø«LhR  IQÉ©à°SG

 »dÉàdÉHh  äÉ«ªëe πNGO ÉgôKÉµJ  øµªj AÉ¨Ñ¨ÑdG  øe ´GƒfCÉdG

 áHôéJ  ∫hCG  ó©J  ô£b  »a  âKóM  »àdG  ôKÉµàdG  á«∏ªY  ¿EÉa

 á«∏ªY πãªJh  .1984 ΩÉ©dG òæe ºdÉ©dG »a É¡Yƒf øe áëLÉf

 ¬H  âeÉb  …òdG  AÉ¨Ñ¨ÑdG  øe  QOÉædG  ´ƒædG  Gò¡d  OÉ∏«à°SÉdG

 á«ªdÉY Oƒ¡L øe kGAõL ájôÑdG IÉ«ëdG ájÉªëd GôHh á°ù°SDƒe

 áeƒµëd  á©HÉàdG  »©«Ñ£dG  çGôàdG  ájÉªM  IGôFO  ™e  ¿hÉ©àdÉH

 ´ƒædG Gòg ¢VGô≤fG ™æe ≈dG ±ó¡j èeÉfôH ô«aƒàd πjRGôÑdG

 áëLÉædG  áHôéàdG  √òg  ôaƒà°S  Éªc  .AÉ¨Ñ¨ÑdG  øe  QOÉædG

 äÉ«∏ªY  »a  áªà¡e  èeGôHh  äÉ°ù°SDƒªd  áª«b  äÉeƒ∏©e

.¢VGô≤fEÉdÉH IOó¡ªdG äÉfGƒ«ëdG ´GƒfG ájÉªëd OÉ∏«à°SÉdG

 »µjôeCÉdG AÉ¨ÑÑdG øe ´GƒfCG á©Ñ°S ìÉéæH äôãcCG É°†jCG AWWP
 ô«Z  πµ°ûH  É¡à«HôJ  ºJ  Qƒ«£dG  πch  2006  ΩÉY  »a  ,  Spix
.É¡jƒHCG ™e ∑ôàJ ¿CG øµªj á≤MÉ∏dG ∫É«LCÉdG ¿CG ±ó¡H …ô£a

™bƒªdG GhQhR äÉeƒ∏©ªdG  øe ójõªd

www.alwarba.com/awwp  
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